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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 

a. Fig. 1, ref. 10 - please read page 2, line 2 of the specification, and 

b. Fig. 2, ref 12 - please read page 6, line 2 of the specification. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 

a. Fig. 1, ref. 17; Fig. 2, 

b. Fig.2,refs. 13, 14, 17 and 18. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
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prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

While the applicant provided a detailed explanation of the related art, the applicant did 
not provide a detailed description of the invention. The applicant provided an explanation of the 
auto-exposure mode operation, but did not describe the other mode of operation as well as the 
other features illustrated in figure 2. Also, in figure 2, the applicant did not provide reference 
numbers for the features, which were not discussed in the detailed description. Respectfully, the 
MPEP states that, "While the prior art setting may be mentioned in general terms, the essential 
novelty, the essence of the invention, must be described in such details, including proportions 
and techniques, where necessary, as to enable those persons skilled in the art to make and utilize 
the invention" [MPEP 608.01(p)]. Also, please review MPEP 608.01(g), which explains what is 
expected in the detailed description. The 35 USC 1 12, first paragraph rejection in the following 
section will provide more explanation as to which claims are not described in the detailed 
description. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 recites the following limitation, "...a photosensitive region for receiving an 
image when the shutter is activated, the image on the shutter being stored in the memory unit. . ." 
Respectfully, is the image on the shutter or the photosensitive region? Appropriate correction is 
required 

Claim 9 recites the inter alia, ". . .images acquired by activation of the shutter. . The 
element "shutter" was not mention prior to this particular limitation. Appropriate correction is 
required . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 4 and 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claim 4 recites the inter alia, ". . .wherein the digital camera has a second mode of 
operation, the shutter being activated immediately in response to the second user input." 
Applicant's disclosure does not describe a second mode of operation as recited in claim 4. 

Claim 8 recites the inter alia, "...wherein the digital camera includes a second mode of 
operation, the shutter being activated without delay by a user input in the second mode of 
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operation." Applicant's disclosure does not describe a second mode of operation as recited in 
claim 8. 

Claim 9 recites the inter alia, "A digital camera having an auto-exposure mode and a 
normal mode of operation..." Applicant's disclosure does not describe a normal mode of 
operation as recited in claim 9. 

Claim 10 recites the inter alia, . .wherein the shutter is activated without delay in 
response to a third user input." Applicant's disclosure does not describe shutter being activated 
without delay in response to a third user input as recited in claim 10. 

Claim 14 recites the inter alia, The digital camera as recited in claim 10 further 
comprising a flash assembly wherein activation of them flash assembly is coordinated with 
activation of the shutter. Applicant's disclosure does not describe what is recited in claim 10. 

The limitations as discussed for claims 4, 8, 9, 10, and 14 above are all considered new 
matter. For the purpose of a prior art rejection, the examiner will not consider the limitations, 
which are considered new matter. Therefore, the examiner will not provide a prior art rejection 
for claims 4, 8, 9, 10, and 14 . 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation M a display unit for displaying images stored in the memory 
unit" in line 11, page 8 of the claims. In claim 1, recites limitations for "a sequence of images" 
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(see lines 8-10, page 8 of the claims) and an image received by the photosensitive region (see 
lines 8-10, page 8 of the claims). When the images are displayed on the display unit, is the 
"sequence of images" being displayed or are the "received images" being displayed? There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the purpose of a prior art 
rejection, the examiner considers the "displaying images stored in the memory unit" as being 
"displaying the sequence of images stored in the memory unit" . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

10. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9, and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Usuha (JP 07-333710 A; an English translation has been provided with the present Office 
Action). 

For claim 1, Usuha discloses a digital camera (in drawing 1 and in the Example) 
comprising: 

a processing unit (refs. 10-14), the processing unit including a memory unit (refs. 11-12), 
the memory unit storing a sequence of images (image data - page 2, [0015]-[0016]); 

a shutter (not shown in drawings), the shutter being activated in response to signals from 
the processing unit (page 3, [0025]) 
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a photosensitive region (ref. 1) for receiving an image when the shutter is activated, the 
image on the shutter being stored in the memory unit (page 3, [0025]); and 

a display unit (ref. 19) for displaying images stored in the memory unit (page 2, [0015]- 
[0016]); 

wherein the digital camera has a first mode of operation in which the shutter is activated a 
preselected period of time in response to a first user input, the sequence of images being 
displayed on the display during the preselected period of time, the display being visible to image 
subjects. Please read pages 1-2, [0014]-[0016] and see drawings 1-6. 

For claim 2, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the sequence of images provides 
a visual count-down for the activation of the shutter. Please read page 2, [0018] and see 
drawings 4(a)/(b). 

For claim 3, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the sequence of images is 
applied periodically to the display. Please read page 2, [0018] and see drawings 4(a)/(b). 

For claim 5, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the display is rotatable, the 
display being rotated to face the image subjects in the first mode of operation. Please read page 
1-2, [0014] and see drawings 2. 

For claim 6, Usuha teaches a method of acquiring an image with a digital camera (in the 
Example), the method comprising: 

after a first user input signal, delaying activation of the shutter for a predetermined period 
of time (page 2, [0015]-[0016]); and 

during the predetermined period of time, displaying a sequence of images to the subject 
images on the camera display (page 2, [0015]-[0016]). Also see drawing 3. 
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For claim 7, Usuha teaches the method wherein the sequence of signals provides a count- 
down for the activation of the digital camera shutter. Please read pages 2, [0018] and see 
drawings 4(a)/(b). 

For claim 9, Usuha discloses a digital camera having an auto-exposure mode and a 
normal mode of operation {not considered as previously stated), the digital camera (in drawing 1 
and in the Example) comprising: 

a processing unit(refs. 10-14), the processing unit including a memory unit (refs. 11-12), 
the memory unit storing a sequence of images (image data - page 2, [0015]-[0016]) and images 
acquired by activation of the shutter (page 3, [0025]); 

a shutter unit (not shown in drawings)responsive to signals from the processing unit for 
activation (page 3, [0025]); 

a photo-sensitive region (ref. 1) for acquiring an image when the shutter is activated, an 
acquired image being stored in the memory unit (page 3, [0025]); and 

a positionable display, the display displaying an acquired image in response to a first user 
input, the display displaying the sequence of images to image subjects prior to activation of the 
shutter after a preselected period of time in response to a second user input. Please read pages 1- 
2, [0014]-[0016] and see drawings 1-6. 

For claim 11, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the sequence of images is 
displayed periodically. Please read page 2, [0018] and see drawings 4(a)/(b). 

For claim 12, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the sequence of images permits 
the image subjects to anticipate the activation of the delayed shutter. Please read pages 1-2, 
[0014]-[0016] and see drawings 1-6. 
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For claim 13, Usuha discloses the digital camera wherein the sequence of images is a 
series of numbers. Please read page 2, [0018] and see drawings 4(a)/(b). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Aoike (U.S. Pat. #7,123,284) A cellular phone set that permits a person to be 

photographed to recognize the photographing timing easily. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carramah J. Quiett whose telephone number is (571) 272-7316. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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